[The cyclic nucleotide system of patients with focal scleroderma].
Studies of the function of cyclic nucleotide system in the lymphocytes of patients with focal scleroderma have revealed that this condition is characterized by growth of the intracellular cAMP/cGMP ratio, correlating with the process duration, severity, and dissemination. A correlation between lymphocyte regulatory function defect and the presence of immunodeficiency syndrome was demonstrated. Sensitivity of lymphocytic cyclic nucleotides in focal scleroderma patients to thymoptin, a thymic agent, was examined. Manifest clinical effect of this drug is based on stabilization of the function of lymphocytic cyclic nucleotides system and, consequently, on normalization of the immunologic parameters. Potentialities and prospects of thymic factors immunotherapy of focal scleroderma patients are discussed.